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Rhetorical Analysis of the letter from the Birmingham jail by MLK
While locked in the Birmingham, Alabama jail, Martin Luther King writes this letter to fellow clergymen. The letter is particularly is addressed to the white clergymen whom he refers to as his fellows. Since he is a church minister, Mr. King is much aware that he needs to enlist help from respected members of the white community, especially those with shared religious beliefs. Additionally, the letter is written as a direct response to the white clergy, whom Mr. King highlights as direct critics of his action. In this view, he logically addresses the concerns of the white clergymen. In this letter, King tries to justify his acts of civil disobedience and urges his fellow clergymen to open negotiations in the fight for freedom and equality. The oppressed people do not continue to be oppressed forever.
Despite his feelings about the clergymen, King observably addresses them as my dear fellow clergymen. Arguably, this is a demonstration of respect towards his audience. Even though he shows his audience a great deal of respect, he uses direct diction to explain the underlying conditions that necessitated the ongoing demonstrations. The clergymen had publicly condemned King’s use of civil disobedience and nonviolent protests because they promoted hatred and violence. 
In his address, King refutes the claims made by the Clergymen stating that his nonviolent strategy only worsened the situation and that there were better ways through which to address the issues of oppression and the need for civil freedom. Considering these claims, Mr. King states that he intends to provide a more patient and reasonable response to the men of God (King Pg. 1). The clergymen initially referred to Mr. King as an outsider in Birmingham with the intent of causing mayhem; for this, he responds to them, stating that he is legally in Birmingham and that each of his actions is morally justified.
Even though the letter is particularly addressed to the clergymen, it is essential to understand that insights drawn from the letter also reveal a great deal of persuasion to the rest of the American people to find the support required to sustain the civil rights movement (King Pg. 1). A closer analysis of the text reveals various rhetorical devices used that include; the use of ethos, pathos (emotions), and logos (reason) to effectively convey his message to his audience. Mr. King referred to Birmingham as the worst city in America that is full of racism, and for this reason, he was particularly focused on bringing justice and peace to all the people in Birmingham regardless of their race (King Pg. 5). To enhance his credibility and to strengthen his arguments, King has used ethos such as parallelism when he says the clergymen may have to concoct answers for their young sons who would ask them why their fellows treat the negroes so badly. By this, King has ensured that his audience understands the never-ending hardships that the people of color face in the hands of their white persecutors. 



Metaphors have also been used in this text to help in painting visual pictures in the audience’s minds. Metaphors have been used by Mr. King to highlight the plight of his brothers who have been observably dehumanized by the white people (King Pg. 2). For instance, he states that even though the white community live in affluence, their negro brothers have been locked in airtight cages of poverty. They have since been denied their basic rights and freedoms, and there seems no way to get them back. Because of this ethos, the audience views Mr. King’s arguments as more credible. For this reason, they can therefore sympathize with him and even offer help to achieve his main mission. 
The vivid description of violence against the people of color by Mr. King adds weight to his arguments. With the use of pathos, King highlights the injustice and brutality experienced by his black brothers. In a sense, he tries to argue against the position of the clergymen who stated that the police are keeping order and preventing violence. He questions the clergymen’s decision to support the brutal acts of the police against the negro communities. Ideally, the selective words used by Mr. King in this statement allow the audience to get a clear picture of the inhumane treatment and brutality behind the police actions against the people of color who have been protesting peacefully. Ideally, the use of pathos enables his readers to sympathize with him in his quest for equality and freedom. The choice of words and phrases seems to present an emotional appeal to the audience. Admittedly, this ensured that the audience becomes more inclined towards achieving the common purpose of liberating the negroes from oppression. 


Lastly, to be able to convince the clergymen and the rest of the Americans that his actions are justified, King presents a couple of facts in this letter. The use of logos in the text provides sufficient reason behind his call for nonviolent demonstrations and protests. For instance, he states that negro homes and churches in Birmingham have witnessed more atrocities compared to the other city in America.  (King Pg. 1). In essence, such unarguable facts do not only enhance his credibility but also strengthens his general argument. 
In conclusion, the use of rhetorical devices through the text seems to have lent King’s arguments a sense of credibility. With these, he efficiently highlights the injustices faced by the black community and the importance of the nonviolent movements towards achieving equality in America. 
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